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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues
11 To consider the Notice of Motion received for the meeting of the Council on 1st November in
relation to Secure Needle/Drug Waste Bins.
2.0 Recommendation
2.1 The Committee is asked to consider the motion and agree to either adopt the motion, refer it
for debate at the Council meeting (with or without restrictions) or reject the motion.
3.0 Main Report
Key Issues
3.1 The Committee will be aware that Standing Orders 13 (m) to (r), as agreed by the Council at
its meeting on 4th October, are as follows:
(m)  The Standards and Business Committee will have delegated authority to adopt or
reject Notices of Motion. The Lord Mayor will indicate at the Council meeting those
Notices of Motion that have been considered by the Standards and Business
Committee and whether such Notices of Motion were rejected or adopted. In
either case, the proposer only may speak on the issue at Council.
(n) The Standards and Business Committee will refer all Notices of Motion directly to
a standing committee when the matter to which the Notice of Motion refers falls
within the remit of that committee. At Council, the Lord Mayor will indicate that the
Notice of Motion was received and referred. There will be no speakers on such
Notices of Motion at Council.

(o) The Standards and Business Committee will refer Notices of Motion for
consideration by full Council when the Notice of Motion relates to a strategic or
constitutional matter.

(p) The Standards and Business Committee will not have the power to amend the
wording of any Notice of Motion that is being referred to the full Council for debate.

(g) Any amendments to Notice of Motions to be proposed at the Council are to be
furnished at least one day in advance of going to the full Council and will be
circulated to Party Group Leaders in advance of the Council meeting.

(r) Inreferring any matter to the full Council, the Standards and Business Committee
may determine to restrict contributions to the debate in relation to any Notice of
Motion to one per political party. At the Council meeting, the Lord Mayor will
clearly indicate if the restriction applies.

3.2 The following motion has been received:

Secure Needle/Drug Waste Bins

“This Council notes with concern the rising number of needles being discarded and
drug paraphernalia waste in Belfast City Centre from intravenous drug use. Since the
city has come out of the pandemic it has seen an increase in the number of vulnerable
people suffering from addiction issues in the City Centre. With this increase it has seen
that needles and syringes are not only being discarded in public places, but also in




some standard public waste bins in the City Centre, potentially putting the public and
Council staff at increased risk of a sharps injury.

It also notes that Glasgow has recently installed a new secure disposal bin to reduce
drug related litter and for service users to positively discard of needles after they have
finished injecting and improve collective community safety in it’s city centre.

This council will commit to working with relevant partners, including the Public Health
Agency, Government Departments, PSNI, BIDs, businesses and organisations
supporting the vulnerable in the City Centre core, towards the installation of specific
needle/drug waste bins, in key locations that are known to have high incidences of
needle finds.”

Proposer: Councillor Brian Smyth

Seconder: Councillor Paul McCusker

3.3 The motion calls upon the Council to back the Secure Needle/Drug Waste Bins - the
Committee can either adopt the motion, refer it for debate at the Council meeting (with or
without restrictions) or reject the motion.

3.4 Financial and Resource Implications
None associated with this report.

35 Equality or Good Relations Implications
None.

4.0 Documents Attached

None.




